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Water is life – it is the basis for humans and nature on this planet. Water is key for human wellbeing, needed for drinking, sanitation, agriculture, transport, electricity generation and
recreation. It is critical for sustainable development, including environmental integrity and the
eradication of poverty and hunger. Against the background of population growth, evolving
consumption patterns and climate change, the excessive use and pollution of water has led to
water stress on a global level. As a response, the concept of "Water Stewardship” has emerged.
The concept emphasizes collective accountability and bottom-up collective action by water
users towards a sustainable and responsible management of water resources. Given the
popularity of Water Stewardship, this paper focuses on the concrete implementation of
initiatives at the field level and aims at discussing two different, specific aspects of Water
Stewardship: critical success factors and potential financing mechanisms.
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